
310 N Odell Street, Brownsburg, IN 46112 
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La Societe des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux 

Grande Voiture du Indiana 

SW Chef de Train  
(Vice Commander) 

4 December 2019 

Dear Fellow Veteran, 

I can tell by the look on your face, your first question is "What is the “La Societe Des Quarante 

Hommes et Huit Chevaux?" 

In English "The Society of 40 Men and 8 Horses", also known as the 40/8, is a charitable Honor 

Society of Veterans.  Membership, by invitation only, is open to any honorably discharged 

veteran.  For more information about the 40/8, please read the enclosed information on the 

history on The Society of 40 Men and 8 Horses (40/8) for your reading pleasure.  Please convey 

the information to another fellow Veteran you may know. 

So, what does La Societe of 40&8 do?   

• The Child Welfare program which was founded in 1923 to help children in physical 

distress. Today, the Charles W. Ardery Child Welfare Trust fund dispenses $8,000,000 

annually. 

• The George B. Boland Nurses Scholarship Trust that has graduated over 33,000 Registered 

Nurses by granting over $33,000,000 in scholarships.  

• The 40&8 is also involved with the Veterans Administration Volunteer Services, Youth 

Sports, Americanism/Flags for First Graders, POW/MIA programs... 

Should you desire to be an active member in your local area, or just want to be a card carrying, 

dues paying member, that supports the Forty and Eight Veterans Organization and its programs; 

that’s great.  Your annual support, based on location, is approximately $20 – $30.00 annually.  It 

will always be needed and very much appreciated to continue those programs supporting 

Veterans, children, families, and our communities.   

Please let me know so I may have a local Voiture contact you.  In addition, should you have any 

additional questions feel free to contact me by email, phone, or even text message.  

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY AND COMRADES 

Don Caudell Jr. 

DON CAUDELL Jr. 

Chef de Train SW, Grande Voiture du Indiana 

mailto:dtcaudelljr@att.net
Studio 1749
Text Box
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La Societe des Quarante Hommes et Hint Chevaux  

WHO ARE WE? 

LA SOCIETE DES QUARANTE HOMMES ET HUIT CHEVAUX, THE SOCIETY OF 40 MEN & EIGHT HORSES IS AN INDEPENDENT BY INVITATION, HONOR 

ORGANIZATION OF MALE AND FEMALE U. S. VETERANS, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE FORTY& EIGHT. 

 *  THE FORTY & EIGHT IS COMMITTED TO CHARITABLE AND PATRIOTIC AIMS. OUR PURPOSE IS TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND THE UNITED STATES 

CONSTITUTION. TO PROMOTE THE WELL-BEING OF VETERANS AND THEIR WIDOWS, WIDOWERS AND ORPHANS, AND TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN SELECTED 

CHARITABLE ENDEAVORS, WHICH INCLUDE PROGRAMS THAT PROMOTE CHILD WELFARE AND NURSES TRAINING. 

 *  THE TITLES AND SYMBOLS OF THE FORTY & EIGHT REFLECT ITS FIRST WORLD WAR ORIGINS. AMERICANS WERE TRANSPORTED TO THE BATTLE 

FRONT ON FRENCH TRAINS WITHIN BOXCARS STENCILED WITH A "40/8", DENOTING ITS CAPACITY TO HOLD EITHER FORTY MEN OR EIGHT HORSES. THIS 

UNCOMFORTABLE MODE OF TRANSPORTATION WAS FAMILIAR TO ALL WHO FOUGHT IN THE TRENCHES; A COMMON SMALL MISERY AMONG AMERICAN SOLDIERS 

WHO THEREAFTER FOUND "40/8' A LIGHTHEARTED SYMBOL OF THE DEEPER SERVICE, SACRIFICE AND UNSPOKEN HORRORS OF WAR THAT BIND ALL WHO HAVE 

BORNE THE BATTLE.  

*  THE FORTY & EIGHT WAS FOUNDED IN 1920 BY AMERICAN VETERANS RETURNING FROM FRANCE. ORIGINALLY AN ARM OF THE AMERICAN 

LEGION, THE FORTY & EIGHT BECAME AN INDEPENDENT AND SEPARATELY INCORPORATED VETERANS’ ORGANIZATION IN 1960. MEMBERSHIP IS BY INVITATION 

OF HONORABLY DISCHARGED VETERANS AND HONORABLY SERVING MEMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES. 

WE ARE ALL VETERANS WHO LOVE AND STILL WANT TO SERVE OUR COUNTRY, OUR VETERANS AND OUR COMMUNITY! 

CHILD WELFARE 

THE VOYAGEURS MILITAIRE (MILITARY TRAVELERS) FOUNDED A CHILD WELFARE PROGRAM IN 1923 TO EASE THE PAIN AND SUFFERING OF THOSE CHILDREN 

WHOSE FATHERS NEVER RETURNED OR WHO WERE UNABLE TO CARE FOR THEIR NEEDS AFTER THE BIG WAR.' TODAY, THIS PROGRAM HAS GROWN TO INCLUDE 

ALL CHILDREN WITH EMERGENT NEEDS. AND OUR EFFORTS AMOUNT TO OVER EIGHT MILLION DOLLARS ANNUALLY.  

YOUTH SPORTS  

THE YOUTH SPORTS PROGRAM WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1994. THROUGH THIS PROGRAM, THE 40/8 PROVIDES FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN THE FORM OF GRANTS TO 

INDIVIDUAL ATHLETES OR TEAMS WHO LACK THE FUNDS REQUIRED TO ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN AMATEUR SPORTS PROGRAMS. THIS PROGRAM ENCOMPASSES 

ALL AMATEUR SPORTS PROGRAMS FOR ALL YOUTHS FROM 7 TO 20 YEARS OF AGE. 

NURSES TRAINING 

IN 1955, THE VOYAGEURS MILITAIRE, RECOGNIZING THE SHORTAGE OF REGISTERED NURSES, ADOPTED A PROGRAM TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, IN THE 

FORM OF SCHOLARSHIPS, TO THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO ENROLLED FOR THIS TRAINING. WITH 2,131 STUDENTS RECEIVING OVER $1,100,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS 

THIS PAST YEAR, THE FORTY & EIGHT HAS GRANTED IN EXCESS OF $35,000,000 AND GRADUATED OVER 35,000 REGISTERED NURSES SINCE THE INCEPTION OF 

THIS PROGRAM. 

CARVILLE STAR 

AS ONE OF THEIR ONGOING PROGRAMS, THE VOYAGEURS MILITAIRE OFFER CONTINUING SUPPORT OF THE PUBLICATION, 'THE CARVILLE STAR," WHICH 

DISSEMINATES THE INFORMATION REGARDING THE RESEARCH INTO HANSEN'S DISEASE (LEPROSY) TAKING PLACE IN BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA. THERE THEY 

HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN ISOLATING, CONTROLLING AND SOON, THROUGH THEIR RESEARCH, THE DEVELOPMENT OF A VACCINE TO PREVENT HANSEN'S DISEASE. 

"THE STAR" IS PUBLISHED AT GREENFIELD, INDIANA. THIS PATIENT-PUBLISHED PUBLICATION CARRIES THE RESEARCH WORKS OF NOT ONLY THIS CENTER, BUT 

THOSE OF THE REST OF THE WORLD, AND IS TRANSLATED INTO AND FORWARDED TO 128 COUNTRIES IN ADDITION TO A CIRCULATION OF MORE THAN 60,000 IN 

THE UNITED STATES. 

AMERICANISM  

BY VIRTUE OF BEING VETERANS WHO HAVE SERVED THEIR COUNTRY IN ITS TIME OF GREATEST NEED, THE FUN-LOVING, HARD-WORKING VOYAGEURS MILITAIRE 

MAINTAIN A STRONG COMMITMENT TO THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE. AMERICANISM PROJECTS, RESPECT FOR THE FLAG, CONSTITUTION, LAW AND ORDER AND 

THE PROVEN WILLINGNESS TO DEFEND THESE PRINCIPLES IS EVIDENT IN THE DAY-TO-DAY ACTIVITIES OF MEMBERS OF OUR SOCIETY. 

VETERANS AFFAIRS VOLUNTARY SERVICE (VAVS)  

THE FORTY & EIGHT, AS ARE MOST VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS, IS AN ACTIVE MEMBER AND PARTICIPANT IN THE VAVS PROGRAM. AS PART OF THIS PROGRAM, 

VOYAGEURS (CALLED DEPUTY REPRESENTATIVES) VISIT THE VETERAN ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTERS ON A REGULAR BASIS, WHERE THEY GIVE COMFORT 

AND ASSISTANCE TO, OR JUST VISIT WITH. THE HOSPITALIZED VETERANS. THE FORTY & EIGHT HAS ADOPTED AN ADDITIONAL PROGRAM FOR THESE VETERANS, 

CALLED "KEEP THOSE WHEELCHAIRS ROLLING." UNDER THIS PROGRAM, THE VAVS REPRESENTATIVE WRITES A BRIEF LETTER OUTLINING A "NEED" OF THE 

PATIENTS. THESE "NEEDS" MAY COVER A PROJECT EQUIPMENT OR COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE ITEMS NEEDED BY THE HOSPITALIZED VETERANS. THE ENTRIES 

ARE THEN JUDGED ON THE NEED AND BENEFIT TO THE PATIENTS, AND THOSE SELECTED RECEIVE THE ITEM(S) REQUESTED, COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL BOX CAR 

ASSOCIATION. 

-PLEASE SEE REVERSE SIDE - 



NATIONAL BOX CAR ASSOCIATION 

THE NATIONAL BOX CAR ASSOCIATION (NBCA) IS AN INDEPENDENT ASSOCIATION WITHIN THE FORTY & EIGHT WHICH RAISES FUNDS BY SELLING CREW OR 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP CARDS.  ALL FUNDS RAISED BY THE ASSOCIATION ARE USED WITHIN THE YEAR THEY ARE OBTAINED.  THE NATIONAL BOX CAR 

ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS SEVERAL SPECIAL PROJECTS AT PROMENADE NATIONALE (NATIONAL CONVENTION). EACH YEAR, A PARTY FOR SPECIAL CHILDREN IS 

PLANNED AT THE HOST CITY.  THESE SPECIAL CHILDREN AND THEIR ESCORTS ARE TREATED TO LUNCH, TRAIN RIDES AND ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED BY HOBO 

CLOWNS AND BANDS. THE ENTIRE COST OF THIS PARTY IS PAID BY THE NBCA FROM THE FUNDS COLLECTED IN THEIR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE. ANOTHER 

PROJECT AT PROMENADE NATIONALE IS A MONETARY DONATION MADE TO THE LOCAL VAVS HOSPITAL OR CLINIC. THIS CONTRIBUTION USUALLY GOES TO THE 

PATIENT SERVICES AREA. THE NBCA ALSO CONTRIBUTES LARGE AMOUNTS TO THE VARIOUS PROGRAMS OF VOITURE NATIONALE (NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS), 

SUCH AS THE BOLAND NURSES TRAINING TRUST FUND AND THE CHARLES ARDERY CHILD WELFARE TRUST FUND.  MONIES ARE ALSO GIVEN TO THE OTHER 

PROGRAMS WHICH MY REQUIRE ASSISTANCE, SUCH AS THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, FORTY & EIGHTER MAGAZINE, LAW OFFICER OF THE YEAR PROGRAM 

AND MANY OTHERS. 

POW/MIA PROGRAM  

THE PURPOSE OF THE NATIONAL POW/MIA PROGRAM IS TO RAISE FUNDS IN HONOR OF THE SERVICEMEN & WOMEN WHO WERE PRISONERS OF WAR OR ARE 

CONSIDERED MISSING IN ACTION WHILE SERVING IN THE DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, OR ITS ALLIES DURING TIMES OF ARMED CONFLICT. THE 

FUNDS ARE RAISED TO FACILITATE THE FORMATION AND CONTINUANCE OF A SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND FOR THE DIRECT DESCENDANTS OF VERIFIABLE 

POW/MIA SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN. SCHOLARSHIPS ARE LIMITED TO THE VETERAN, THE SPOUSE OF THE VETERANS, CHILDREN, AND GRANDCHILDREN OF THE 

VETERAN. * 

NATIONAL SOCIAL AWARDS PROGRAM 

EACH YEAR VOITURE NATIONALE OF THE 40/8 RECOGNIZES SPECIAL PEOPLE AND CITIES OR TOWNS FROM AROUND THE NATION. THESE AWARDEES ARE 

SELECTED AND NOMINATED BY LOCAL VOITURE’ S LIKE VOITURE LOCALE 1390 HENDRICKS COUNTY.  NATIONAL AWARDEES IN EACH CATEGORY ARE: 

HERO OF THE YEAR 

THE HERO OF THE YEAR AWARD WAS ADOPTED BY LA SOCIETE DURING 1991. THE PURPOSE OF THE AWARD IS TO RECOGNIZE AND PAY TRIBUTE TO A PERSON 

WHOM, WITHOUT HESITATION OR REGARD FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY, DID DEMONSTRATE AN UNSELFISH DESIRE TO AID OTHERS. THE 40/8 FEELS IT IS OF 

PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE TO RECOGNIZE AND RESPECT THOSE WHO PERFORM A HEROIC DEED. 

VOYAGEUR OF THE YEAR 

THE VOYAGEUR OF THE YEAR WAS ADOPTED BY LA SOCIETE DURING 2001. THE PURPOSE OF THIS AWARD IS TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR VOYAGEURS WHO HAVE 

PERFORMED OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO LA SOCIETE. THIS SERVICE CAN BE FOR SOMETHING DONE FOR A PARTICULAR PROGRAM. NURSES TRAINING, CHILD 

WELFARE. AMERICANISM OR ANY OF OUR NAMED PROGRAMS OR FOR LA SOCIETE IN GENERAL. 

LAW OFFICER OF THE YEAR 

THE LAW OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE FOR SOME TIME AND HAS BEEN WELL RECEIVED BY THE MEMBERSHIP. THE PURPOSE OF THIS 

AWARD IS TO RECOGNIZE AND PAY TRIBUTE TO A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER WHO HAS DONE AN OUTSTANDING JOB OF PERFORMING HIS OR HER DUTIES AT 

THE LEVEL OF HIS EMPLOYMENT BOTH PAST AND PRESENT. CANDIDATES FOR THIS AWARD MAY BE OBTAINED BY SEEKING RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE AGENCY 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE (SUPERINTENDENT, SHERIFF. CHIEF, ETC.) OR DIRECTLY BY THE VOITURE LOCALE. 

CITY OR TOWN OF THE YEAR 

THE CITY OR TOWN OF THE YEAR WAS ADOPTED BY LA SOCIETE DURING 2001. THE PURPOSE OF THIS AWARD IS TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR A CITY OR TOWN 

WHICH HAS AND/OR IS DOING SOMETHING SIGNIFICANT FOR VETERANS IN THAT CITY OR TOWN. THERE ARE MANY CITIES AND TOWNS THAT MEET THIS 

REQUIREMENT THESE CITIES AND TOWNS SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED AND GIVEN PUBLICITY AT ALL LEVELS; LOCALE, GRANDE AND NATIONALE. THIS RECOGNITION, 

HOPEFULLY, WILL ENCOURAGE OTHER CITIES AND TOWNS TO DO MORE FOR VETERANS. * 

WE ARE THE HONOR SOCIETY OF AMERICAN VETERANS 
* OUR MEMBERS ARE NOMINATED FOR MEMBERSHIP BASED ON HONORABLE SERVICE IN THE U.S. ARMED FORCES AND EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE TO NATION, 

COMMUNITY, VETERANS, AND/OR OTHER VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS.  FOR MORE INFORMATION CHECK US OUT AT 

HTTPS://WWW.40AND8-GRANDEDUINDIANA.COM/  -  HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/INDIANA40AND8/  -  HTTPS://WWW.FORTYANDEIGHT.ORG/. 

 

https://www.40and8-grandeduindiana.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Indiana40and8/
https://www.fortyandeight.org/


Nomination for Membership 
in 

LA SOCIETE DES 40 HOMMES ET 8 CHEVAUX 
Provide a copy of DD-214 or proof of Honorable Discharge  

 
 Date  20   
 
To the Chef de Gare & Voyageurs Militaire of VOITURE LOCALE #    
 
I,   , a Voyageur Militaire of Voiture Locale #   , realizing my 
responsibilities and remembering my obligation do hereby recommend and nominate for membership in our 
honored La Societe, Veteran or Armed Services Member    .  
This nominee has rendered the following service(s) to the Community which in my opinion entitles him/her 
to membership in La Societe (include Organizations and Offices held): 
   
   
 
    
 Voyageur Militaire 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Believing the above nominee to be entitled to membership in La Societe des 40 Hommes et 8 Chevaux, we 
the following Voyageurs Militaire, recommend the above applicant and vouch for his/her character: 
 
1.     
 
2.     
 
3.     

(These two sections are to be completed after nominee has been elected to membership) 
 
Nominee’s Name in Full  Date of Birth   
 
Spouse’s Name  Date of Birth   
 
Address  Phone   
 
Occupation  Employer   
 
Have you ever been denied membership in La Societe?  .  If so, where?   

 
I  accept  the  invitation  and  elect:   Formal Initiation    Active Initiation  .   Included   herewith   is 
$   which covers the initiation fee and dues for the current year.  Hat Size    
 
I agree to continue my Community activities, to participate in the observance of Memorial Day and Veterans Day, and to attend 
funerals and memorial services of departed comrades whenever possible.  I further promise and agree that should I ever cease to be 
a member of La Societe, I will surrender to my Voiture Locale all property or insignia belonging to La Societe in my possession at 
that time. 
 

   
(Nominee’s Signature) 

Don Caudell Jr
Text Box
Email Address:  _______________________________________

Don Caudell Jr
Text Box
Mobile/Cell Phone #:  __________________________________

Don Caudell Jr
Text Box
Date:    _____________________

Don Caudell Jr
Highlight



 
REPORT OF INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE 

 
To Voiture Locale #   
 
Your Committee appointed to investigate the character 
and eligibility of Nominee: 
 
   
 
Has completed its investigation, and we certify that we 
have researched his/her Military Service and his/her 
current Service in the Community, and find both: 
 
To be as represented  . 
 
Not as represented  . 
 
Therefore, we recommend: 
Election  . 
Rejection  . 
 
Remarks  
  
  

 
CORRESPONDANT’S RECORD 

 
Application Read  20  . 
 
Referred to Committee  20  . 
 
Voted On  20  . 
 
Elected    Rejected  
 
Initiated  20    
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